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200th Anniversary of Louis Braille Birthday

Invitation to International Conference

Paris 4th – 7th January 2009

Paris, December 06,  2006

Dear colleagues and friends,

 

As you know, the 200th anniversary Louis Braille’s birth is in 2009. 

France is especially proud to count Louis Braille, the brilliant inventor of the six dots writing system that bears his name, among its most famous sons.

 

It is thanks to Valentin Haüy, for whom our association is named, that the Royal Institute for the Young Blind was founded and later turned into the National Institute for the Young Blind (INJA). It was at the Institute where Louis Braille, first a pupil and then a teacher of mathematics, French, history, geography and of course Braille, invented, perfected and tested his system.

 

Since its foundation in 1889 the Valentin Haüy Association’s (AVH) first objective has been to disseminate the Braille system to the visually impaired, not only in France but beyond. The Association has opened the doors of culture and knowledge to the blind through its libraries, printing press and development of the teaching of this wonderfully simple system of writing.

 

As we enter the 21st century, the contribution of new technology has been a determining factor in offering new possibilities to the visually impaired and increasing their exposure to all forms of written information. Braille combined with information technology is now more than ever a contemporary issue.

 

Therefore, the Association Valentin Haüy and the National Institute for the Young Blind have decided to give special emphasis to 200th anniversary by organizing an international conference which will be placed under the sponsorship of the World Blind Union, the CNPSAA (French National Committee for the Social Promotion of Blind and Partially Sighted People) and the CINAL (International Committee for the Commemoration of the Bicentenary of Louis Braille’s Birthday).

You will find here attached the draft programme of the conference which may  change according to the proposed suggestions.

Registration fees are fixed at 50 euros and include the records on CD Rom.  Transport and accommodation costs are supported by the participants, except the speakers. 

From now on let us know your intention to participate to this event in writing to  the following address :

Association Valentin Haüy

Bicentenary Organizing  Committee

M-F Arnould – Ch. Coudert

5 rue Duroc

75343 Paris cedex 07  - France                       

Tel. : 33 1 44 49 27 27

e.mail : ch.coudert@avh.asso.fr
Closing date for registration is July 31, 2008.

We thank you  for passing on  this invitation to any person who might be interested by this event.

We now look forward to your registration in principle.

With our  best wishes.

Françoise  Madray-Lesigne                                          Françoise Sabotier 

    General Secretary of                                                   Manager of the

Association Valentin Haüy                            National Institute for the Young Blind


200th Anniversary of Louis Braille Birthday

The writing with 6 dots and its future

  4th – 7th January 2009

First Draft  program of the conference – Call for Proposals

Conference languages : French and English

Saturday, January 3 

 Welcome to the participants.

Sunday, January 4

Participation to events organized by the World Blind Union and the International Committee for the Commemoration of the Bicentenary of Louis Braille’s  Birthday (CINAL)
Morning : Commemorative mass in the chapel of the National Institute for the Young Blind

Evening : Concert of great organ planned in Notre-Dame-de-Paris Cathedral in homage

                to our great blind organists.

Monday, January 5 

09.30 – 10.00 a.m : Inaugural session : Louis Braille and his time (official speeches)

10.30 – 12.30 a.m. : The birth of  Braille system and first applications (3 speakers)

02.30 – 4.00 p.m. : The Braille system and its applications : mathematics, music, information technology (3 speakers)

4.30 – 5.30 p.m. : Practical application – 4 workshops :

1. Information technology and Braille display

2. Music – scanning and the transcription of a score

3. Cartography and relief drawings 

4. Braille and games (chess game, cards, scrabble, crosswords…)

Tuesday, January 6 

09.00 – 10.30 a.m. : Braille in the world and in various languages : (4 speakers)

11.30 – 12.30 a.m. : Adapting Braille codes and difficulties (round-table)

2.30 – 4.00 p.m. : Braille unification : success and obstacles (2 speakers)

4.30 – 5.30 p.m. : Users perspectives throughout the world : round-table :

                   Braille in the developing countries

5.30 – 7.00 p.m. : Inauguration of the new media library of Valentin Haüy Association

Wednesday, January 7

 What future prospects for Braille ?

9.00 – 10.30 a.m. : Braille in front of new technologies – complement or competition 

(3 speakers) :

1. Braille and school integration

2. Braille and professional integration

3. Braille and digital library

11. 00 – 12.30 a.m. : Round-table : Braille in the daily life.

2.30 – 4.00 p.m. : Let's play with Braille (play workshops, competition by teams with rewards, 

                              competitions results planned in 2008).

4.30 – 5.00 p.m. : Official closure.

           8.00 p.m. : closure banquet.

Thursday, January 8

9.00 – 12.00 : Following the footsteps of the brilliant inventor ?

Visit by groups of the museum of Valentin Haüy Association and the museum of the National Institute for the Young Blind – exhibition on both spots.

In the afternoon : Louis Braille’s ashes route and visit by groups of Louis Braille tomb at the Pantheon and/or visit of the house where Louis Braille was born.

Evening : Oratorio Opera in homage to Louis Braille.
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